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Couple offers affordability, quality at Down Home Sheds
By Daily Advance Staff

Apr 9, 2017

Donald Nanney (left) and his wife, Faye, shown here last week, have opened Down Home Sheds off Weeksville Road.

William F. West/The Daily Advance

A local couple has opened a portable buildings and sheds business, believing there's a
market for affordable, high quality products.
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Donald Nanney and his wife Faye co-own Down Home Sheds, which has been in
business about a month and half off Weeksville Road. The couple has a franchise with
Old Hickory Buildings and Sheds, a Kentucky-based company, dating back to 1997, now
with more than 500 locations.

Asked about the origin of the Down Home Sheds name, Donald Nanney said, "It's
something my wife came up with."

"I'm trying to countrify him a little bit," Faye Nanney said with a smile.

She was referring to her husband being a native of Virginia's Hampton Roads area. She's
an Elizabeth City native.

Donald Nanney, 54, said he had worked nearly 20 years in the storage building industry,
for Stateline Builders, before he and his wife opened Down Home Sheds. He said he had
noticed many companies had increased their prices for portable buildings and sheds,
prompting him and his wife to seek to offer an alternative.

Donald Nanney has had a diverse career, beginning in his teens, as a professional
motorcycle racer up and down the East Coast. He went on to work six years at the
Norfolk Naval Shipyard before joining the Tastykake snack foods and pies company. He
ran routes for Tastykake for a few years. He also worked a few years for an awning sales
company before joining Stateline Builders.

Faye Nanney’s business experience includes having worked about five years at
Dixieland Speedway. Her jobs included selling billboard advertising, selling sponsorships
on race cars and working to get people to enter Dixieland’s V.I.P. Lounge.

In fact, Faye Nanney, 48, met her future husband at Dixieland.

Although she was born and raised in the Harbor of Hospitality, she speaks absent a
regional accident.
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"I changed it," she said, prompting laughter from her husband. "I did. I had to. People
would not take me seriously when I went up there with my Southern drawl.”

“I had to change the way I spoke to people to have them understand what I was trying to
get across to them,” she said.

Faye Nanney has also served as a racing columnist for The Daily Advance and has also
in the past hosted a racing talk show on radio station WGAI.

The couple made clear they are in business to be above-board and help community
residents get what they need.

"We want to be honest, first and foremost," Donald Nanney said. "Some places try to
operate like a business, like a used car business, where you negotiate the prices. We put
it all out front."

Down Home Sheds is in the 1800 block of Weeksville Road, just south of Big Daddy's
Pizza. The business is open from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday through Friday and from 9 a.m.
to noon on Saturday. The couple is also available by appointment.

Down Home Sheds can be reached by phone at 335-SHED, has a link on Facebook and
has a website at www.downhomeshed.com
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